WORSHIP i T

Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025

“And Mary said: My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.” Luke 1:46-47a

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME
Prelude

Welcome to Our Life Together Tom Haugen
Prayer of Invocation

Music of Preparation

GIVING PRAISE TO GOD Psalm 96
*Call to Worship

Leader: Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.

People: Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.

Leader: For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods.
People: For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary.

Leader: Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength.

People: Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come into
his courts.

Leader: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness; tremble before him, all the
earth.

All: Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly established, it
cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity. Let the heavens rejoice, let
the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in them; let all the trees of the
forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to
judge the earth. He will judge in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness.

Lighting of the Advent Candle Joy Helena Kurmann
Ella Oostema

* Please stand as you are able.



*Hymn of Praise O Come, O Come Emmanuel

1. O come O come Emmanuel 3. O come Thou Wisdom from on high
And ransom captive Israel And order all things far and nigh
That mourns in lonely exile here To us the path of knowledge show
Until the Son of God appear And cause us in her ways to go

Chorus 4. O come Desire of nations bind
Rejoice rejoice Emmanuel All peoples in one heart and mind
Shall come to thee O Israel Bid envy strife and quarrels cease

2. O come Thou Dayspring come and cheer Fill the whole world with heaven's peace

Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight

Confession of Sin Unison

Loving and faithful God, in this season of Advent we are called to rejoice that Jesus has
come and that he will come again. Yet we often search for joy and meaning in the world
around us seeking it in our careers, our social circles, and the many paths our lives take.
We become distracted by the busyness of the season, the weight of our commitments,
and even by our traditions when they take precedence over the true meaning of
Christmas. Father God, forgive us for failing to seek your Kingdom first and for the
ways our discipleship becomes distracted. Open our hearts and quiet our doubts,
reminding us that you sent your Son, born of a virgin—the One who came to set us free.
Lift our eyes to you and renew our joy. We offer these prayers and confess our sin in the
name of your Son, Jesus the Christ, Emmanuel, God with us. Amen.

Take a moment to silently confess your sins, knowing that God hears you.

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 John 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness.

Leader: Hear and believe the good news of the gospel!

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!
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GIVING OURSELVES & OUR OFFERINGS TO GOD

In addition to giving through the passed offering plates, you are welcome to [u]
give online at www.elmopres.org/give-online or scan the QR code with your £&

phone’s camera. Our tithes and offerings are a continued act of worship and
a physical act of trusting our lives to Jesus as we join God in his work in our :

community and around the world.

Prayer of Dedication for Our Tithes & Offerings

Music of Reflection
*Doxology

e

Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise Him all creatures here below. Praise
Him above ye heavenly hosts. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Children are excused to their ELMO Kids classrooms in the Creative Studios

Prayers for the Church and the World

PROCLAIMING GOD’S WORD

*Hymn of Preparation

1. Joy has dawned upon the world,
Promised from creation—
God’s salvation now unfurled,
Hope for ev'ry nation.

2. Not with fanfares from above,
Not with scenes of glory,
But a humble gift of love—
Jesus born of Mary.

3. Sounds of wonder fill the sky
With the songs of angels
As the mighty Prince of Life
Shelters in a stable.

4. Hands that set each star in place,
Shaped the earth in darkness,
Cling now to a mother’s breast,
Vuln’'rable and helpless.

Susan Hughes

Joy Has Dawned Upon the World

Shepherds bow before the Lamb,
Gazing at the glory;

Gifts of men from distant lands
Prophesy the story.

Gold —a King is born today,
Incense—God is with us,
Myrrh—His death will make a way,
And by His blood He’ll win us.

Son of Adam, Son of heaven,
Given as a ransom;
Reconciling God and man,
Christ, our mighty champion!

What a Savior! What a Friend!
What a glorious myst'ry!
Once a babe in Bethlehem,
Now the Lord of hist’ry.



Scripture Luke 1:39-55

Sermon “Good News of Great Joy" Tom Haugen

Sermon notes:



GOING IN GOD’S NAME

*Hymn of Response

Glory in the Highest

1. You are the first Chorus 2

You go before

You are the last

Lord You're the encore

Your name's in lights for all to see

Glory in the highest

Glory in the highest

Glory in the highest to You Lord
(REPEAT)

The starry hosts declare Your glory Bridge 2
Chorus 1 All the earth will sing Your praise
Glory in the highest The moon and stars the sun and rain
Glory in the highest Ev'ry nation will proclaim
Glory in the highest That You are God and You will reign
2. Apart from You Glory, glory hallelujah
There is no God Glory, glory to You .Lord
Light of the world Glory, glory hallelujah
The bright and morning star Hallelujah
Your name will shine for all to see
You are the One
You are my glory
Bridge 1
And no one else
Could ever compare to You Lord
All the earth together declare
Ministry Moment IMPACT Kristy LaBarge
*Benediction
Postlude

Thank you to our musicians serving in ELMO’s music ministry:

Mary Hurt, Rand Olsen, Emily Sommermann, Nicolas Vivanco & Jim Wilson



Welcome Visitors! We are glad you are worshiping with us today.

O]

Please scan the QR code to fill out the Connect Form so we may get to
know you better and send you our weekly newsletter. Visit our website
at: www.elmopres.org, find us on Instagram @elmopres or subscribe to
our YouTube channel: El Montecito Presbyterian Church.

E] )

ELMO Pres Kids, Youth & College

Nursery (3 mo.-2.5 yrs.) & Preschool (ages 2.5-5 yrs.) 9:50 a.m. until end of worship in the
Pre-K classrooms.

ELMO Pres Kids (K-7th) are dismissed after the Doxology to the Creative Studios. Please
pick up your child after worship.

ELMO Pres Student Ministry (6th-12th) Join us in the Creative Studios for “Friday Nights
at ELMO” on the 1st & 3rd Friday nights of the month from 6-8 p.m. Dinner, games, fun
and a deep dive into the book of Acts. Next up: December 19th!

ELMO Pres College “Catch a Ride” from Clark dorm at 9:35 a.m. College Lunch today in
the Creative Studios following worship! Interested in serving and/or discipleship
opportunities? Contact laurihaugen@elmopres.org

Caring

Please take time to pray for the needs of the Church, local community, state, country and

world. Email prayer requests to prayers@elmopres.org. In addition, please pray for:

e Safety for those serving in the armed forces, including AE3 Alex Barr, U.S. Navy;
Sgt. Jack Burrows, U.S. Army; Lt. Col. James Wentzel, U.S. Air Force.

e For our covenant partners dealing with ongoing health issues and recovery from
surgeries: Ann Marie King, Curt & Erlyne Whiteman and Jim Worthen.

e For Imre Patterson, recovery from surgery. Consider bringing the Pattersons a meal
sign-up here: www.mealtrain.com/trains/vd6996

e Bereavement for the family and friends of Shirley Fender.

¢ Bereavement for the family and friends of Norman Marks, father of Deborah Bertling.

e Bereavement for the family and friends of Jean Svoboda. Her memorial will be
January 9 at 11 a.m. at Welch-Ryce, 15 E. Sola St.

e Jackson Zerwas, an ELMO Pres Youth Leader and pre-med senior at Westmont
College as he completes his Global Health requirement in Uganda this Fall semester.




Acts 1:8 Connection: Outreach Ministries

e El Montecito Presbyterian Church supports ministry partners near and far including
IMPACT. IMPACT's mission is to form, train, and send teams, prepared to serve
Christ and the Church through cross-cultural mission journeys that nurture the
ministries of global partners and train participants to be disciples at home. IMPACT's
vision is to cultivate relationships that mutually impact Christians and ministries
across the globe for Christ and his Kingdom. Please pray:

e Praise for the 2025 trips that were enriching for the participants and global partners.

e Pray for the many participants applying for 2026 trips to Honduras, Mexico, Romania,
Turkey, and Uganda.

e Pray for the IMPACT Board as they develop a more flexible and remote training
program to increase their enrollment.

e For more information visit www.impact-theglobe.org

Connecting & Serving

Sunday Adult Discipleship, in the Library at 9 a.m. Each week, we will prepare for our
worship time and dive into the Scripture passage for our sermon. Everyone is welcome!
Prayer Time, Sundays at 9:00 a.m. in the Fireside Room.

Women in the Word, Mondays, in Fellowship Hall at 9:30 a.m. Studying Joshua.
Women'’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7:45-9 a.m. at IHOP on State St., beginning an
Intervarsity study of Isaiah. Contact Barb at bkennedy@westmont.edu with questions.

Men’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 9-10 a.m. in the Library, studying Romans.

Christmas Eve Choir Practice 20 minute practices after worship. All ages & abilities are
welcome. Sing at the beginning of 3 & 5 p.m. Christmas Eve Services.

Toy and Warm Clothing Drive Collection day is tomorrow! Drop off toys, jackets,
sweaters, socks & underwear for ages 5-12 to our collection bin in the church office.
Christmas Eve Live Nativity Contact Lauri if your child would like to participate in the
Christmas Eve Live Nativity. Rehearsal on Dec. 21 after worship.

Christmas Eve Lessons & Carols by Candlelight at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. Invite your friends
& family to join us to celebrate the birth of our Savior! Postcard invit

Join our usher and greeter teams! Email admin@elmopres.org to learn more.

Church Office closed December 25-January 4



Office hours, Monday —Thursday, 9am.—2 p.m.  805-969-5041

Rev. Dr. Tom Haugen, Pastor tomhaugen@elmopres.org
Rev. Lauri Haugen, Asst. Pastor to Families laurihaugen@elmopres.org
Mary Hurt, Worship Director maryhurt@elmopres.org
Ashley Olsen, Office Manager admin@elmopres.org
Barbara Mendelson, Treasurer

Michele Sullivan, Accountant accounting@elmopres.org
El Montecito Early School 805-969-3566

Jenny Thompson, Director jenny@elmopres.org

The Entire Congregation, Ministers of the Gospel

Elders Deacons

Tom Haugen, Moderator Susan Dau, Congregational Care, Secretary
Janet Gates, Clerk of Session Terry Foil, Community Life

Erin Barr Pamela Gilbert, Receptions, Secretary
Kersten Barr Darlene James, Community Life

Kirk Gilbert Brian Johnson, Receptions

Larry James Fran Lambeth, Congregational Care

Leanne Patterson

If you would like to connect with one of the
following, please email:

Elders: elders@elmopres.org
Deacons: deacons@elmopres.org

Prayer Chain: prayers@elmopres.org

El Montecito
Presbyterian Church
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E 1455 East Valley Rd., Montecito
i Mailing: P.O. Box 5369,

Santa Barbara, CA 93150
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PARTICIPATION & CONSENT FORM
2025-2026, PLEASE COMPLETE!
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